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General Guidelines 

• Your list of sources should be at the end of your paper, on a separate page titled "Works 

Cited.” 

• Your entries should be organized alphabetically, using the last name of the author. If no 

author is given, alphabetize using the resource’s title. 

• Each entry should begin at the left margin. The lines below should be formatted in a one-

half inch indent from the left margin. 

• Each of your entries should be doubled spaced. 

• If the source has two authors, cite the name of the author listed first in reverse order, 

insert “and,” and then cite the name of the second author in regular order. 

• If the source has three or more authors, list only the first author, followed by “et al.” 

• If you cannot find a piece of a citation (ie. a book’s publishing location), simply don’t 

include that piece. 

 

Parenthetical In-Text Citations 

• Your Works Cited, which is at the end of your paper, lets your readers know what 

resources you used to write your paper. In order to avoid plagiarism or taking credit for 

other people’s ideas, you must also indicate in the text of your paper precisely what you 

borrowed from a source and where the reader can locate that information. 

• In-text citations should be used for both quotes and paraphrased information. 

• In-text citations usually appear in parentheses and correspond directly to entries in your 

Works Cited. This makes it easier for a reader to reference your Works Cited when trying 

to find a source they spotted in your text. 
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• The author's last name and the page number are usually enough to indicate the location in 

the source where the information can be found. 

• If the author's name is used in the sentence introducing the information, do not repeat it in 

the citation. 

• If the author’s name is missing, use a shortened version of the source’s title, in quotation 

marks, and then put the page number. 

• If there is no page number, simply don’t give one. 

 

In- Text Examples 

Author’s name in the text Arends claims that “Tutoring is an invaluable resource in 

any subject, to any school” (34). 

Author’s name in the citation She emphasized the importance of tutoring for all schools, 

no matter the subject (Arends 34). 

Two authors of a work 
Studies show that schools that have tutoring resources in all 

subjects see higher student performance across the board 

(Arends and Brady). 

Three or more authors of a work They argue that writing is good for the mind, and that it has 

a relaxing effect (Arends et al. 23) 

Work with no author 
“Writing is soothing for the mind; the flow from pen to 

paper is a healthy conduit for pent-up stress or tension” 

(“The Art of Zen Writing” 23). 

Work with no page number  
It is important to note that “Some have claimed that Online 

Writing Labs, or OWLs, are essential to keep Writing 

Centers alive in this epoch of technology” (Arends). 

 

Books 

Works Cited Entry: 

Author’s Last Name, First Name and Middle Initial [if available]. Italicized Title. Title of  

Container, Other Contributors, Version, Number, Publication Location, Publishing  

Company, Year, Location. 
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Dreyer, Benjamin. Dreyer’s English: An Utterly Correct Guide to Clarity and Style. Random  

House LLC, 2019. 

Now, if you were citing a chapter within a book, it would look like this… 

Dreyer, Benjamin. “Chapter 1: The Life Changing Magic of Tidying Up (Your Prose).” Dreyer’s  

English: An Utterly Correct Guide to Clarity and Style, Random House LLC, 2019, pp. 

3-5. 

In-text citation: 

(Dreyer 4). 

 

Electronic Articles 

Works Cited Entry: 

Author. "Title." Title of Container (self contained if book), Other contributors, Version, Number, 

Publisher, Publication Date, Location (pages, paragraphs and/or URL, DOI or  

permalink), Date of Access (if applicable).  

Bradford, Jeff. “Why Writing Ability Is The Most Important Skill In Business (And How To  

Acquire It).” Forbes, 29 January 2019, www.forbes.com/sites/forbesagencycouncil/2019 

/01/29/why-writing-ability-is-the-most-important-skill-in-business-and-how-to-acquire-

it/#3919e0a52fdf. 

Tip: While not required, including your date of access is recommended when dealing with 

pages that change frequently or do not have a visible copyright date. 

 

In-text Citation: 

(Bradford). 

 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesagencycouncil/2019/01/29/why-writing-ability-is-the-most-important-skill-in-business-and-how-to-acquire-it/#3919e0a52fdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesagencycouncil/2019/01/29/why-writing-ability-is-the-most-important-skill-in-business-and-how-to-acquire-it/#3919e0a52fdf
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbesagencycouncil/2019/01/29/why-writing-ability-is-the-most-important-skill-in-business-and-how-to-acquire-it/#3919e0a52fdf
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YouTube Video 

Works Cited: 

Author’s Name, “Video Title,” Container, Other Contributors, Version, Number, Publisher,  

Publication Date, Location, Date of Access (if applicable).  

“Citing Sources in MLA Style: A Basic Introduction.” YouTube, uploaded by Memorial  

University Libraries, 22 May 2014, www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xf_hSUeQ088. 

Green, John. “The 1960s in America: Crash Course US History #40.” YouTube, uploaded by  

CrashCourse, 6 December 2013, www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkXFb1sMa38. 

In-text: 

(“Citing Sources in MLA Style”). 

(Green). 

 

Movies or Documentaries  

Film’s title. Directed by [Name of the Director], Relevant Performer Names, Film Studio or  

Distributor, Release Year.  

Ferris Bueller’s Day Off. Directed by John Hughes, Matthew Broderick, Paramount Pictures,  

1986. 

In-text:  

(“Ferris Bueller’s Day Off”). 

 

Interviews  

Tip: Interviews, for the most part, fall into two categories. Those two categories are 

published and unpublished (also known as personal interviews). Print published interviews 

are cited slightly differently than broadcast published interviews, though. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xf_hSUeQ088
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkXFb1sMa38
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Works Cited: 

Name of the Interviewee. Descriptor “Personal,” Date of the Interview. 

Arends, Alyssa. Personal interview. 21 April 2020. 

Name of the Interviewee. Interview with [Name of Interviewer], Container of Interview, 

Other Contributors, Version, Number, Publisher, Publication Date, Location. 

Harten, Michael. Interview with Alyssa Arends. The Academy Review, vol. 27, no. 3, 2015, pp.  

142-4. 

Name of the Interviewee. Title of Source. Container of Interview, Other Contributors, Version,  

Number, Publisher, Publication Date, Location. 

Harten, Michael. “Faculty at the Academy.” Interviews with Woodstock Academy’s Staff  

Members, By Alyssa Arends, NPR, 2018. 

In-text: 

(Arends). 

(Harten 123). 

(Harten). 
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Arends   1 

Your name 

Reverse order date 

Title of paper 

Teacher name  
Alyssa Arends 

Dr. Harten  

Writing Center Internship 

23 April 2020 

MLA Header 

 

  

Class name Last name and page 

number 
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Arends    9 

Works Cited 

Dreyer, Benjamin. Dreyer’s English: An Utterly Correct Guide to Clarity and Style. Random  

House LLC, 2019. 

Green, John. “The 1960s in America: Crash Course US History #40.” YouTube, uploaded by  

CrashCourse, 6 December 2013, www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkXFb1sMa38. 

Harten, Michael. Interview with Alyssa Arends. The Academy Review, vol. 27, no. 3, 2015, pp.  

142-4. 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lkXFb1sMa38


 

 10 

Resources 

Still have questions? Check out the links below: 

https://style.mla.org 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/resources.html 

 

 

 

https://style.mla.org/
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/resources.html

